
The Children's Sermon 

This past Sunday we studied Jesus' command to make disciples.  I commented that Jesus often did this in 

the cracks, or margins, of daily life.  For Jesus, every circumstance and interaction was an opportunity to 

move those around him one step closer to repentance, faith, and obedience.  Whether it was a fruitless 

fig tree, a woman at a well, a news headline (Luke 13), or the modern equivalent of bread and butter 

(bread and wine for them), Jesus saw these as discipleship opportunities. 

When I first arrived at Cornerstone, I decided to keep and lead the children's sermon because it provides 

a great 'live' opportunity to do exactly the kind of 'cracks of daily life' discipleship our Savior models.  I 

thought it might be helpful to explain a bit more of the value I see in the Children's Sermon and the 

reasons why I do what I do in that time. 

1) It forces me to know the Scriptures.  If I can't explain a portion of God's word to a child then I 

certainly can't explain it to an adult.  This may seem counter-intuitive but my experience has been that 

the people who know things deeply can explain things simply.   

2) It keeps me on my toes.  Disciple-making is an unpredictable thing.  People and conversations are 

complex.  Our little ones do a great job of showing us just how unpredictable discipleship moments can 

be!  I, for one, love the challenge of trying to steer the conversations back to the Word.   

3) It forces me to focus on one or two key truths.  Although Jesus' command is to make disciples 

"teaching them to obey all that I have commanded," Jesus did not teach every available truth in every 

interaction.  With each person who encountered him, Jesus brought some of God's word to bear.  I 

suspect we would make great strides in disciple-making if our goal was a truth at a time and not a truth 

bombardment. 

4) It presents a bare minimum model for family devotions.  One of the reasons I shy away from props 

and keep things as simple as possible is because I want parents and grandparents to come away from 

the children's sermon thinking, "I can do that!"   I not only hope that this minimalist approach is an 

encouragement to our families with young children but that it provides a model for new and non-

Christian families for whom this is all very daunting. 

5) It helps me build relationships with Cornerstone children.  While there are many able and gifted 

children's teachers that could lead the Children's sermon, I want to lead this time so that these children 

can have a relationship with me as their pastor.  The spiritual conversations and trust we build now are 

laying a foundation for the teen and adult years when they are likely to seek out pastoral counsel and 

help.  I want them to know, from an early age, that I am here and they can access me anytime. 

As we pray for the children of our church who have wandered far from the Lord, please continue to pray 

for the children in our church today.  Pray for a church culture that cherishes children as Jesus did.  Pray 

for the Lord to bring young families to Cornerstone.  Finally, pray for opportunities this week to make-

disciples 'in the cracks of daily life' with everyone around you.  It may be as unpredictable and risky as a 

children's sermon, but it will be worth it!  



-Pastor Joshua 


